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The best PDF readers for Mac make it simple and easy to not just read PDF files, but also edit, annotate, and convert them.This is especially important as sharing PDF files has become a normal online activity, with a huge number of PDF documents available on the internet for a wide range of purposes, for the simple reason that they can be read by
users with different operating systems.And while there are general all-purpose free PDF readers, there are ones specifically for different operating systems. We've tested, reviewed, and rated PDF readers for Windows, PDF readers for Android - and, here, the best PDF readers for Mac. If you want a no-fuss option, check out Apple Preview. It comes
preinstalled on Macs, and we found it an excellent PDF reader and manipulator with limited, but powerful editing tools, and even features eSign software. However, it isn't a full PDF editor, like Adobe Acrobat DC, and does have other limitations, like the absence of OCR software. To help you find the right option, we've tried out top and popular PDF
readers for macOS and iOS, comparing their performance, features, PDF converter tools, file type handling, cloud storage options, and lots more. Power up your PDFs. We've also reviewed the best PDF merging tools, best PDF compressors, and best PDF to Excel converters. The best PDF readers for Mac of 2022 in full (Image credit: Adobe)Adobe
not only invented the trusty PDF document in the first place, but the company has also created some top-notch apps to manage them. Adobe Acrobat (opens in new tab) Pro DC is a great example, and it supports both Windows and Mac devices. The software allows you to create, edit and convert PDF files with ease.Whether you happen to be using a
desktop PC, laptop or tablet, Acrobat lets you turn any paper document into a PDF file. You just have to snap a photo of the piece of paper and upload it to Adobe’s platform, then you can subsequently edit it. Acrobat also lets you convert PDFs into any Microsoft Office file format, preserving all fonts and formatting.Thanks to integration with Excel,
you can even edit data in scanned tables, making it easier to edit and analyze financial data. Collaboration is also built in, so you can keep track of the changes you and your colleagues make to PDF documents.Acrobat is capable of detecting the differences between two versions of the same PDF, too. As usual with Adobe, though, pricing is relatively
expensive for what you actually get. Read our full Adobe Acrobat DC review.(Image credit: Apple)Apple Preview is Apple’s PDF reader and editor built into every modern Mac. And that’s just one of the reasons why it’s one of the best free PDF readers for Mac. When we reviewed the PDF viewer, we were delighted to find a pre-installed tool that had
enough features to fulfill the needs of all but the most demanding PDF users. Apple Preview is, we felt, “a remarkably powerful tool, offering you the basics, while also allowing you to perform what could be considered pretty powerful editing and note taking functions. You'll even find a PDF merging tool and a seamless way to combine PDFs.” The
software’s limited, but powerful PDF editing tools manifest in the form of reordering, rotating, and removing pages from documents. There’s no option to edit the text of a PDF here. But, then, Preview is first and foremost a free PDF reader for Mac. A way to instantly open documents. No fuss. No browsers. No third-party PDF reader apps. You can
also eSign documents anywhere on the page, and add text and comments to documents - ideal when remotely collaborating with other Mac users. On that score, Apple’s Acrobat Reader alternative is a stellar option. It’s able to easily compete with Adobe’s software at almost every level. Best of all, there’s no ads. Read our full Apple Preview

review (Image credit: Kdan)Available to download directly from the Mac App Store, the Kdan PDF Reader (opens in new tab) is one of the most powerful and popular PDF management tools for Apple computers. It functions as a file manager, file converter and page editor.With the software, you can easily edit PDF files by adding freehand writing, text
boxes, sticky notes, hyperlinks and annotations. And to ensure that important documents don’t get mixed up, you’re able to label them by adding tags and color-coding. What’s more, to keep track of all your saved files, you can make use of an import history feature.The app works with iCloud, too, meaning you can back up and access saved documents
on an iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad. There’s even compatibility with Dropbox, so you can easily import documents from devices that run on other operating systems.Overall, you should find the app smooth and quick to use. It’s powered by a proprietary rendering engine, which aims to ensure that large files are processed and loaded without any lag.
There is a free version that you can try before you purchase.(Image credit: Readdle)Readdle PDF Expert (opens in new tab) is a robust and easy-to-use solution for managing business documents. And with a four-and-a-half star rating in the Mac App Store, it seems to be one of the most popular PDF readers for Mac users. The software gives you the
ability to read, edit and annotate PDF documents from a central dashboard.One of the great things about PDF Expert is that it’s fast and slick to use. Thanks to smooth scrolling and a fast search function, you can quickly find what you’re looking for across multiple PDF files.This app lets you edit images, text and links, plus the software can
automatically detect fonts, size and opacity of writing. Plus, if you happen to own an iPad Pro and Apple Pencil, you can add annotations and notes to documents on-the-go. Like most PDF apps out there, PDF Expert comes with a free download option, but the paid version provides a license for up to three macs. Read our full Readdle PDF Expert
review(Image credit: Foxit)Foxit has developed a sophisticated PDF management app, with the Foxit PDF Editor being pushed as a tool that goes well beyond PDF viewing, providing a comprehensive range of tools for manipulating and editing PDF files. And it's available on Mac, iOS, Windows, and Android. Features include OCR and eSign software,
the ability to add and remove watermarks from PDFs, online collaboration tools, and strong PDF converter tools. It also integrates with iManage WorkSite and SharePoint.For compliant-conscious businesses, the incredibly powerful redaction tools - letting you completely erase sensitive data from a document - will be especially welcomed. When we
reviewed the software for PDF editing, reading, and everything in between, we were impressed by how simple Foxit PDF Editor was to use. "Almost as easy as using a regular word processor," is how we described it. Pricing varies, depending on whether you opt for the basic PDF editor, or upgrade to the more advanced Pro and Pro+ software.
Monthly prices for the base tool starts at $15 /€15, or it's available on a one-time purchase of $159 / €156. A free trial is also available, and volume licensing is an option for those who need it. It's certainly worth considering if you're looking for a budget-friendly PDF reader for Mac.Read our full Foxit PDF Editor review(Image credit:
Wondershare)Wondershare has developed a Mac version of the popular PDFelement (opens in new tab) app, which is positioned as an easy way to edit PDF documents. It gives you the tools to add text, images, links, backgrounds, watermarks, headers and footers to PDF documents.The software provides an extensive selection of PDF editing options.
Not only can you add text to documents, but you can also tweak the font type, size and style. There’s the ability to rotate, extract, replace and crop images too.PDFelement is a great option for teams in particular, with powerful collaborative capabilities, letting you add sticky notes, comments, text boxes and more. And you can use the tool to fill out
business documents such as contracts and tax forms. PDFelement offers a standard package, but for all features you will need there is a professional package.Read our full PDFelement reviewThe best PDF reader for your Mac depends entirely on what you need to do with your PDF files. If you're only opening the occasional PDF file, a basic PDF
reader or even your existing browser could offer all of the functionality you'll ever need. We recommend choosing a more advanced reader if you need to fill in forms, digitally sign, or make small changes to your PDF files. This is also a good option if you frequently view large PDF files or have a few open at once. If you plan to make substantial
changes to a PDF file, consider a fully-fledged PDF editor instead.How we tested the best PDF readers for MacWe downloaded, installed, and used all of the programs in our best PDF readers for Mac guide to make a comparison based on first-hand experience. We carried out a range of everyday PDF tasks to assess ease of use and pushed each
reader with multiple large files to gauge performance.Great software stands on the shoulders of a solid support network, so we took a look at the documentation and other types of assistance offered by each developer. We also explored each product's pricing and subscription models and investigated free and trial versions where available.We've also
featured the best PDF merger tools. PDF annotation feature makes it easy for us to highlight and edit important text or ideas within a PDF document. You are also able to write comments on a PDF page without affecting the layout. This article will review 10 PDF annotator tools, which enables you to easily annotate PDF files on Mac and Windows.
Most of them have rich features and annotation tools such as highlighters, notes, text boxes, underlines, shapes, stamps, and signatures. One of the best PDF annotators is PDFelement ProPDFelement Pro. 1. PDFelement Pro (Windows & Mac) A top-of-the-line PDF editor also works as an excellent PDF annotator for PDF documents. It has a similar
style to Microsoft Word, which makes it even easier for those who are more familiar with Microsoft Office programs. You can annotate your PDFs with a wide range of tools like highlight, underline, strikethrough, wave line, shapes, sticky note, text fields, and hand drawings to leave comments on a PDF to collaborate with your colleagues. Pros:
Annotate PDF files with sticky notes, text boxes, and freehand drawing tools. Add highlights, underline text, or strikethrough text using the vast amount of annotation tools. You can modify PDF text, links, images, and pages. Convert PDF to Word, Excel, PPT, EPUB, images, and vice versa. Supports Password protection to keep the document from
unwanted and unauthorized changes. OCR scanned PDFs and combine, split, and compress PDF files. Cons: The free trial will add a watermark to the PDF. 2. PDF Reader Pro (Windows & Mac) PDF Reader Pro works as a good PDF annotator for Windows and Mac devices. This powerful PDF annotator tool lets users add highlight, strikeout, underline,
text box and anchored notes on a PDF page. Moreover, it provides freehand which helps you draw anything on PDF pages. Pros: It offers free services for users which easy to access many valuable tools. Users can edit documents in different formats, like JPEG, Word, and Excel. Easy to use, flexible and compatible with all devices. Cons: Customer
support sometimes responds late. Sometimes the app crashes because of a lot of pop up or ads. PDF Annotator Free Download >> 3. Microsoft OneNote (Windows & Mac) Microsoft OneNote is a digital notebook, which is available for Windows, Mac, iOS, Android, and the web. You can use it to annotate PDF files, and it provides flexible and powerful
annotating tools, such as sketches, lists, clippings, photos, tables, and more. It is one of the most user-friendly PDF annotator tools on the market. Pros: Supports voice and video functions. Provides cloud storage services and syncing notes across your devices. Share works on social networking sites like Facebook, Twitter, and Tumbler. Interactive
web browser feature. Cons: PDF Annotator Free Download >> Price USD 69 for the Standard version USD 129 for the Pro version USD 59.99 for perpetual license Free for 5 GB USD 1.99 for 50 GB per month Supported Versions Mac OSX 10.14 and Up Windows 7, 8 and 10 iOS and Android Mac OSX 10.10 and Up Windows 10 and 11 iOS and
Android Mac OSX 10.10 and Up Windows 7, 8 and 10 iOS and Android Annotation Feature Highlight, text boxes, sticky notes, shapes, stamps, drawings, and signatures. PDF highlighter, strikethrough, freehand, text box, sticky note, stamps, images. Type, highlighting, or ink annotations. User Interface Simple and intuitive which is easy for users to
familiarize Easy to use Sleek and interactive Undo Function Present and fully-functional giving users full control with what to delete Present and fully-functional Feature is present 4. Adobe Acrobat Reader (Windows & Mac) There aren't many PDF annotation software that can match the level of Adobe Acrobat Reader. This is a system-based program
that is completely free to download and install. There is a wide range of PDF annotation tools that can be used easily. From adding notes to rotating your file, this program has it all. Signatures can be added and modified PDFs can be easily stored in the system. It also allows the users to easily print the documents as well. Pros: It is good for viewing,
signing, managing, and creating PDF documents. It provides a text-to-speech feature in case you don't want to read the text. Cons: Some features are premium and the paid version is a bit expensive. The program runs a little slow with larger files. PDF Annotator Free Download >> 5. Foxit Reader (Windows & Mac) This is another PDF annotator that
has all the functions you need. It includes the typewrite tool, note highlighter, strikethrough, double strikethrough, underlines, and pencil. The interface is easy to use and therefore it is rated highly by users. Digital stamps, scales, and area highlighters are some of the other functions available as well. The annotations can easily be printed separately
and social media sharing has been embedded. Pros: The user interface and design of the toolbars are user-friendly. It provides a night mode that is great for reading documents late at night. Cons: When reading multiple PDFs, it is difficult to see which PDF is active. Some time is relatively slow, taking more time than usual. PDF Annotator Free
Download >> 6. Nitro Reader (Windows & Mac) Nitro Reader does not have a ton of advanced tools but is still a very useful PDF annotator for Mac and Windows. There is a limit on available tools, and it doesn't include more advanced annotation tools. The bookmarks, already added annotations and social media sharing are possible, however, and
standard annotation can be performed, ensuring that the PDF appears clean and professional. PDF files can also be converted to text and vice versa using this program. Pros: You can customize the top toolbar for quick access to the options you use most often. Relatively small download. Cons: Sometimes crashed and restart slowly. PDF Annotator
Free Download >> 7. Expert PDF (Windows & Mac) Sticky notes, text highlighting, and strikethroughs are some of the features which are added to this PDF annotator for Windows. This application is thought to be one of the most user-friendly PDF annotators. The PDF bookmarking and comment addition is also very valuable with this program. It
also has several tools that can be used to easily create separate sets of PDF annotations. You can easily review annotations before submitting them for the ultimate convenience. Pros: Collaboration via comments is very helpful. The interface for Expert PDF is robust yet not hard to learn. Cons: It is difficult to edit the order of the pages in the PDF
document. The converted documents do not adjust to the software interface, which generates a reading inconvenience, losing time in the displacement. PDF Annotator Free Download >> 8. PDF-XChange Viewer (Windows) PDF-XChange Viewer is the best PDF annotator for users who are used to Microsoft Word. Since the layout is similar to MS



Office, the interface is very easy to learn for beginners. There are many annotation tools available in the PDF annotation software. This program includes the following features: highlight tool, strikethrough, note tools, and drawing tools. You will get a pleasant viewing experience with full optimization features. Pros: An intuitive interface helps users
get familiar with the tool quickly. It provides a wide range of tools. Cons: It is not possible to remove evaluation watermarks unless you have a user license. Does not allow PDF creation. PDF Annotator Free Download >> 9. PDF Annotator ( Windows) A simple yet powerful annotator for PDF documents, PDF annotator allows users to highlight,
underline, or make notes and drawings on a PDF page. One great feature of the software is the ability to restore the document to its original page in one click, effectively removing the annotations without damaging the file or its layout. Pros: Align annotation function available for an easy to view and organized layout. Add stamps including date
stamps, customized stamps are also available with virtually limitless options. Add images to an existing PDF file. Group and lock annotation. Take a snapshot of the work you are doing. Cons: Could not handle large PDF files without sacrificing performance, making it impossible to edit and annotate files with several pages like eBooks. The app is just
specialized for annotation purposes. PDF Annotator Free Download >> 10. PDF Max (Mac) Annotating and commenting on PDF documents on a mobile device is easy with this PDF annotator for Mac. It can help you annotate PDF documents with highlights and handwriting, insert PDF texts and stamps, and more. This PDF annotation software is
designed for desktop and mobile users and provides a cross-platform program for synchronizing documents. Pros: You can use your finger to take handwritten notes or highlight text on PDF pages. You can Mark important things in books, journals, or documents using Highlight, Underline, and Cross-out tools. Cons: It may sometimes not open files or
show “File does not exist.” It may sometimes get crashed when opening files. PDF Annotator Free Download >> Thanks to PDF annotators, students and professionals can annotate PDF documents much more easily. Transform your work productivity with handy online tools like the ones mentioned above. With some programs to choose from, it is best
to choose the one which is packed with important and useful features that best suit your needs. Collaborate seamlessly with other users with the tools we have outlined above.
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